THE FARMER'S TALK
TO FARMERS 1

LF«\I&! MANURE AND ITS PROPER APPLICATION
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dus to them That letter did not ap-
pear In the manyfacturer's next sea-
son's "testimoniale’ There 18 no oc-
caslon to doubt the truth of the stor-
les these advertissments actunlly tell
But there s strong ground for sus-
pecting that the stories of fullure are
not 80 dpt to get into print as thoss of
sULTesE,

Most of us farmers would do batter
we would only save aii of our own

calt N | farm-mpde manures, and use them in

stich @ war as to do the most good.
Years age. | remember rending nosin-

more 1 came to appreciate the possi-
plitles of this truly “splendid econ-
omy.’

Now, don't get huffy, and abuze me
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Aot 1 fo fiol farmers—nuever | somewhat on the kind of manure your |

for a crank, becnuse you may have
irled that wvery schemes and found (it
waprofitable v dear brother, Lhere
lap't any ore single farming method
e device in the whole civilized world
ol w gure thing on every farm,
every yomr. I haven't the aslightest
doubt that there arg some farms where
daily drawing wouldn't pay. If yours
happens ta be one of them—and you
know it—all right. Don't get mad;
I'm not talkipg te you, but to the
aiher fellow,

it depends a good deal on your soil}

gle phirase which has ¢lung to my
memoty, It referrod to “the aplen-
did economy” of daily drawing oul
manure. The longer 1 farm 1y the

fOR THE &

~ NoRwicH B

B ——

OERRHEN OWERSHP

President Taft Recommends Their Construction in Alaska, But
| Not Necessarily Their Operation

To the Senate snd House of Repre-
gentatives:

There {8 no branch of the federsl
Jurisdiction which calls move impera-
tively for immediste legislation than
that which concerns the public domaln
and eapecially the part of 1that domain
| which is In Alaskn. The repott of the
secretary of the interlor, which Is
trunsmitted herewith, and the report
to him of the governor of Alnska sel
oui the public need in this regard with
great force and in satisfuctory detall

The progress nnder the reclamation
act bas made clear the defects of jts
Hmitatlons which should be remadied.
The rules governing the acqulsition of
homestends of lind that {2 not srid or
semlnrid are not well adupted to the
perfecting of (itle to lund made arabie
by government reclamation work,

faterior In bls recommendation that,

reclaimed, actual ovcupation as n home-

Appreves Recommendations of Interior Department in Mes-
sage on Conservation and Labor—Alse Advocates Leas-
ing of Alaskan Coal Lands—Proposes Federal Control
of Water Power Sites and Favors International Commis-
sion on the High Cost of Living.
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after eafry Is made upon lsnd being

| varied and changed to meet the grow-

Yow and n Hkely be, | barns supply; not a little on the way | |
T s:. e 1‘!:1“: -r::l?.lbe":’. it is nppiled, 1 don't think manure stead of the same be not required un-
$ 1) rul perhape.  but they | sprend during the winter on & steep, | til two years after entry, but that cul-
aren'l farme Tney nre wbout the :mt:h\ slde IRllLewltth.:l”:t:l:;;:l:‘: | tivation of the same shall be required
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\:_‘-I.- S Mg 8 _— I'::”_r‘l‘:_l. I dont think that manure spread | 208 that the present provislon under
aved Mot ey They're doubling | Gally during the entlre year on | which the land is to be paid for in ten |
the werl oming generationg which | “leachy” 1hln~mlledh|ml:ld wour'l:l be }gl , anmuul instaliments shall be so modl-
= she fo recliim with grost lubor |1t BIAY uear emough ihoe surince IOV | g4 o5 {5 allow o patent to issue for
and 4l mu sxpansa the fertility | the plant toots to get much good | th l‘ a e 1'”, f p ]
these Dresent wastreis afe misspepd- | from (L eight or ten monuths after It @ land ai t eénd of five years cui-
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& - loubl, Jusi a8 soma  SLPASY-y manure thickly spread in June | with o reservation of a government
B tiing thelr lving and oter half-grown grass, could help the | Hen for the amount of the unpald por-
e Pativimna ¢h 48 those vermin | bay crop ona littie bit. i E - .
do. By stealing it ent of the \and and | o chase money. This lenlency to the
then deserting when it bas been) Some years ago a farmer out in | Feclamntion homesteador will relleve
sucked dry by thelr foul rapacity. Sahanectady county, N. Y., bought a | him from occupation at n time when
I'm oot falking about this sort of : truck farm, without any good fences | gnq sondition of the land makes it wost
S burdensome amd difficult and at the
ey | #010 OF five years will furnish him with |
| & title upon which he ecan horrow
' [y} money and continue the improvement
Coupon for the Bulletin’s of hie Koding
= ~ S I also conenr in the recommendation
Corn-Growing Prize Competition for 1912 |!er e scretary of the intertor that
all of our publle domain should be
claseificd and that each class should
|| S SR be dispased of or administered In the
manner most appropriate to that par-
% : ticular ciass.
Lowd. ... sans ke GOURY sy e sane wens The chief change, however, which
- ; ought to be made and which I bave &l
Enters ‘.M campetition to grow an acre of cern according to the plans ready recommended in previous mes-
set forth in The Bullstin’s announcement on Jan, Tet, 1912, the prizes sages and communications to congress
:;{.‘r;: ll;cﬁ v\-;‘-{.l.-st:hiuu‘ to ‘:eso!:ui: §25 tT:h te third and fourth; and is that by which government coal land
' |:m. u: three others; and suject to all the rules and requirements and phosphbate and other mineral lands
SOP I . contnining nonmetaliiferous minerals
—— memmsd | shall be ieased by the government, with
— restrictions as to siza and time, re-
. g sembling those whick unow obtain
£ - LETe ) hinking of real|on it. He had sight head of stock be-
frramiisr sids his horses. The Intter, of course, | tfoughout the country between the
: ha kept stabled the year round. The | owners in fee and the lessess who work
" ::“m:r the latter class will agres | young stock he made n pesture for In | the mines and in leases lke those
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caurse, can buy commercial
fertilizers. In many csaos, wa Bave o,
for Bere I no othar supply from
w 1 We can draw But this s not
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mighty expensiva form of ma-
far from satisfactory,

t WA e
a8 gensrally uaed,

Ten't think thut 1 hold any retainer
mEgeinst commercie! fertflizarn, I've
been uore criticised for defonding
them than T aver shafl ba for ubusing

tham. But they do cost liks min; that
we ol' Enow., And they don't slways
wark, hat svaryonus knows who bas
ud e vo duubt they are often
of great vilue, to doubit they some-
tmes mory than pay for themealyes
B Inerasnad crops. Heaven forbid that
1 i don the exzacl accureay
al lwatl priuted by

bmunlals

riitizer hand-

've had exporionce with “complets
Fartilizers™ that would have made good
every saucl casa, it was

a lvertiging., I

one corner of the furm, The cows hes
“sladted out" on odd grasa plots among
the varvious truck patches, around the
bulldings, ete. Naxt season his alten.
tlon wis attracted by numerous clroi-
lar-shaped aresg in which the grass
stood elgh! or ten Inches higher than
the wvernge was thicker and greener.
In & moment 1t flashed across his mind
that thess were tha placen where the
cows had been tethered. If thelr drop-
pings, I¥ing gut all winter, showed such
results thes =uceoeding summer, why
wouldn't manure drawn out during the
Eummer and spread opn the land do
something simiiar? He tried it. As a
rekult ho finds that corn and grein
and hay ajl do markedly better with
him on land whieh he covers with fresh
manure drawn and spread dsily from
his stables and yards, Last vear, which
wid a mighty bad corn year, from four
ucres of aweet corn thus treated, with-
out a pound of commercinl fertillzer
added, he sold over 200 hushels of
roagting eara, and flled with the cut.
up Todder a 2ix18 feet silo,

| know that this was pretty good
work—for 1911, I also know that the
doctring s not adupied to all solls and
conditions. 1 have In mind one farm
whira the slock go all through the full,
winter and spring (o a brook near the
barmyard for water. When thes snow
mulls away In the epring 1 have seen
the surface for 26 feet back from that

e I had beught 1he
:' i milzed ‘;;tll‘l~r: mtr‘.f. l.":"l“'\h r:t'lll:;:l‘l.:.ilu littio brook covered with clear cow-
on the barn foor, varying the prupn;-' dung so desp that the farmer used to
Lene svary few hundred F.'O‘rﬁd!, l":!'o oul and scatter it around, so 88 to
peet the requitements of the diferent | ¥5P0#s the turf underneath. Yet never

e g s '\h'-'-rt- applied. | hias thers bean uny apparent Inorease
Als, Tre Lud experiencs with thsm, | in ”It‘.'"l"l"ﬂﬁ“l of the grass in that cor-
whet they falled o prodocs & ;llwle!“&r Fhere are probably reasons for
exira potato, whire used, or u single | D02 queer result. 1 simply siate the
kernal of cott above the normsl yield fact, withont attempting to explain .
of the tield where houe of thoth war T T
arblied,  Oee n muanufaeturer froms | o Why such fertilization sheuld pro-
wilom J Wagd bought Enall shipmant |du=. fine resuils for a Behanectady
- teile AKKIRE e Tor Mo ot e o L eannty farmer and no tesults at al for
e T aas ’:"“.',”"m".“_ n.l';“f { my nelghbor may be because of differ.
- e, 18 was in eftact "h.a-x 1; - "'d | encer In the moll, or because of any one
ueed the sl on abeat & dozen ";‘;__ of m dozen other things. As you and
d orops: thatl I thought the letiuce I don't own either of the farms, the
t! nz.m-u'-h :;.'d ™ :"rﬁ:- '.-n-lll--.r‘ fu-wl.:‘ redl question for us I8 which T the
But in the ten other crops T eouldn't :I:'r, \'-:rn-s ;nmlr resembles in it recen-
d 4 coapi’s worth of improvement 1 ol manure.
c — Have yau sver tried the axperiment,

ARE YOU FREE
—FROM—

Headaches, Colds, Indigestion,

Pains, Constipation, Sour Slomach.t \

Dizzmess? |f you are not, the most
effective, prompt and pleasant|
method of getting nd of them is to
take, now and then, a desertspoon-
ful of the ever refreshing and truly |
benehicial laxative remedy—Syrup
of Figs and Elixir of Senna. It s
well m fwoughout the world
as the best of family laxative reme-
ches, because it acts so gently and
strengthens naturally without im-
tating the system in any way.
i bmeﬁagyeg:m ith
l.""l,l necessary o
ine, Sibartured 1 the Catlienin
the , plainly printed on
front of every package

to Aind out for youraelf? If you haven't
wouldnt it be worth trving? 1 1
srould torn out to be ineffertive with
"t you'll Be no worse off than now
Wik lora nothing by the tesy 1
shotld wrn out W gaod thing, whr thap
au remember the old song When
ve got a zood thlng, keep ]
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All one needs for the test i= & wagon

ar pengrs sprodder Inte  which  the
| manure ofn be throwpn dirept from the
Muvlua. I s’ saaential that the stuff

dioula be drawn vl
etidar duy, regardioss nf the weather
whithiee the wigon s filled or naol
whenevm- vou hays il
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and mves 10 use Lhe progions
oirs of e opening speing In more
L tie work thap digeing oiil momire
rey nalf frode L

Why not try it on that acre you're
qoing to put nte corn In The Bulleidr
cOrn-Rrowing compelition this tnie

TaNon I nope vhuw're golng inta that
mnrwesy, Brace und sen If W iEn't
#uing to be poesible to win a tidy litle
premium with a tidy little corn crop
on your own farm’ Wouldn't it be do-
ing s#omething to take the blua ribbon
wway from such commop places as
Grunby, Mase, or Collinsvile, and hang
it up in New Landon of Windhem
gounty T 1t's worthh while making a
try for. Send volr name {n to The
Bulletin on the coupon, and then—get
nto goar! THE FARMER.
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which have Deen most successful in
Australis, New Zealend and Nova Sco-
tia. The showing made by investiga-
tlons into the successful working of
the leasing system leaves ne doubt &s
to its wisdom and practical utility. Re-
quirements as fo the working of the
mine during the term may be so fram-
ed es to prevent any holding of large
mining properties merely for speculs-
tlon, while the royaities may be mads
sufficiently low not unduly to increase
the cost of the coal mined and af the
eame time sufficient to furnish a rea-
sonable Income for the.use of the pub-
lic in the community whera the mining
goes on. In Alnska there is no reason
why 2 suobstantial income should not
thus be raised for such public works
=8 may be deemed necessary or useful.
Thers 2 no differenco between the
ressons which call for the application
of tha jeasing system to the coal lands
still retained by the government In the
United Btetes proper and those which
exist In Alaska.
| There are now In Alaska ouly two
| well known high grade conl fields of
large extent, the Bering river cos! fleid
and the Matanosika coal fleld The
Bering river coal field, while it has
varying quaiities of coal from the bi-
tuminous to the unthracite, is very
much lessensd In valoe and nsefulness
by the grindlug effect to which in geo-
logical ages past the cosl measores
have been subjected, mo that the coal
does not lie or cannor be mined in larga
lumps. It must be taken out in almost
& powdared condition. The same diff-
cuity does.not appear to the same ex-
tent in the Matanuska coal flelds. The
Bering river con! flelds are only twen-
ty-five miles from the const. They are
within easy distance of an exlsting
railroad bulit by the Morgan-Guggen-
heim inferests and may also be resch-
ed throngh Centrviler bay by the con
struction of other and competing vall-
| Poads
| Controlier bay Is not & good harbor,
byt conld probably be made praction
| With fhe expeuditure of vonsiderabie
| mnney

{

Tho railroad of the Morgan- i

| Guggenlicim luterests. running from |
| Cordova, eonld be made & conl carry- |

lng road for the Bering river fields by
the construction of & Limaelh (o thoss
| Belds mof excepdiug fifcy
milex [t isx practicable. sod If
ol measures were fo be opened up
| doubtiess rho heanolh would be Wil
}Ill the present vondition of (hings
| there ' no wotive to build the rosd,
| becanse there is wo title or epportunity
o open sold mine the copl

or sixty |
the |

{

I

Tae Mataunegka conl fields are a loug- |

L ep distunve from (he copst.  They are

| from 150 Lo 200 miles (rom the Lsrbor |

| of Beward, ou Resurrection bay. This

is one of the finest harbors in the

world, and a reservation has been
made thore for the use of the navy of
the United States, A road copstruct-
ed from Seward to the Matanuska
coa] flalds would form part of & system
reaching from the coast into the heart

{ struction beyerd this hay been dis-

valleys of the Tulod and ifis Tanana,
which have agriculiurai as well as
great mineral porsibilities

The Alasks Central rosfl has been
conslructell sotoe seventy-one miles of
the distance Trom Seward north to
the Matsansks coal fields, bul the on-

cournged, first. by the foet that there
has been no pelicy adopted of epening
up the con! lands upon which lavestors
could depend and, second, becagse
there seems to be a Iack of finsocial
backing of those engaged in the enter-
prise. The secreiary of the Interlor
hns ascertsined thnt the bheutibolders,
who sre the renl oWners of the road
pre williag te sell to the guverament,
and he wecommends the purchuss of
the existing road. such reconsiroction
a8 may be necedsier (s continuance
tothe Matsuusks coal Holun and thence
Into the valleys of the Yukon and the
Tavana. M would be m great trusk
live @nd wonld be an opening up of
Alggka by government capital.

I am not in fovor of government
ownership whers the same certainty |
and efficiency of service can be had
Ly private enterprise. but I think the
conditions presented In Almsks are of
such & character as te warrant the
government, for the purpose of en-
couraging the developmént of that
vust and remarkable territory, to build
and own a trunk loe raliroad. which
it can lease on terma which may be

Ing prosperity and development of the |
territory.

There {s nothing in the histocy of the
United Btates which affords such just
reason for eriticlsm as the feilure of
the federal government to extend the
benefit of its fostering care to the ter-
ritory of Alaskn. There was & time,
of course, when Alpskn was regarded
as so far removed imto the Arctic
ocean as o make any development of
it practically impoasible, but for years
the facts have been known to those
who bave been responsible for ita gov-
ernment, and every one who has given
the subject the slightest consideration
has been uware of the wonderful pos-
sibilities in Its growth and develop-
ment if oniy capital were invested
there and/a good government put over
it. 1 think the Unlited States owes it
therefore, to Alaska and to the peo-
ple. who have gone there to imke an
exceptiondl step mod to build a rall
road that shall open the treasures of
Alnska to the Pacific and to the people
who live along that ovean on our west-
ern coast. The construction of a rail-
road and owpersilp of the fee do not
necessitate government operation. Pur-
suant, however, to the recommends-
tion of the secretary of the interior, I
suggest to congresy the wisdom of pro- :
viding that the president may appoint
2 commigsion of competent persons, io-
cluding two army engineers, to exam-
ine and report upon the avallable
routes for n rallroad from Beward to
the Matanuska coal fields and into the
Tanana and Yukon valleys, with an
estimate of the value of the existing
partially comstructed railroad and of
the cost of coptinuing the rallroad to
the proper polnts in the valleys named,
This proposnl is further justified by
the need that the navy of the United
Btates hos for a secure coaling base in

the north Pacific The commission
ought to make a full report algo ag to
the character of the coal felds at Ma- |
tanuska and the problem of furnlah- |
Ing coal from Lhat source for mercan- |
tile purposes unfter reserving for gov-

erament mining a suficlent quantity |
for the Davy. |

1 bave already recommended to con-
gress the establishment of a form of |
commisslop government for Alasks, |
The territory i too extended, Its needs
nre too varied and its distance from
Washington too remote to ensble con-
gress to keep up with its necessities in
the matter of legisiution of a local
chardcter,

‘The governor of Alaske in his report,
which accompanies thof of the secre- I
tary of the luterior, points out cerfain
laws that ought to be adopted and em-
phasjzes what [ have sald as to the
fmuiedinte need for a government of
much wider pawers than now exists
there if It can be sald to have any |
government at all |

1 do not stop to dwell upen the lack |
of provision for the health of the in- |
habitants and the absence or fnade-
quecy of laws, {the mere statement of
which shows thelr erving nead. 1 only
press upol congrass the imogritive na
vessity for mking action noat only to
permit (he beginning of the develop
ment of Aligka spd the opening of
her  regonrees, tn provide lnws
which shall give te those who voma
ander thelr jorisilction decent protee-
fion
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Lower Colorade River.

Mhate e trangmitted heeoswith a4 ot
tar from the secretary of the interior
setiing out the work done wnder joint |
resolnfion npproved Jaoue 23, 1810, au-
thorigine the sxpeatlliuge af $1.006000
or s murh thetel us might be ooces
sary, o by expended by the prosidest
far the purpess of pratecting lunds and
property fa the lmperial valley und
elsewhore along the Colorade river in
Arizogs, 'Tle money was expended |
and the prolective works erecied, but
the disturbances in Mexine so delayed
the work and the fioods in the Colora-
do river were so extensive that a part
af the works have been carried away,
and the need for farther action and ex-
penditure of woney exists. 1 do not
make a definlte at

f Alaska aud opeu the great interior ' present, for the reason that the plan to

| fwong g5 (0 the hest method of Jwmpray

| cessities of life.

be adopted for the bettarment of com-
ditions near the mouih of ihe Colorado
tiver proves to be so dependent on a
free and full agreement between the
government of Mexico and the govern-
ment of the Unlted States ns to Joint
expenditure and joint use that it s un-
wise to move until we can obfain some
sgreement with that government which
will enable us to submit to congress a
larger plan betier adapted to the exi-
gencies presented than the ens adopt-
ed. It is essential that we act prompt-
}y, and through the state department
the matter = being pressed npon the
attention of the Mexiean government
Meantime a report of the eagineer in
charge, together with o subseguent re-
port upon his work by a hody of ex-
perts appointed by the sectetury of the
interfor, together with an offer by the
Bouthern Pacific railread to do the
work 8t a certain price with a guaran-
ty for a year, and a comment upon |
this offer by Brigadier General Mar-

shall, Inte chief of engineers, Tinited
States army, and now consuiting en-
gineer of the reclnmation service, are |
all herewith transmitted, !

Water Power Sites,

In previous communications fo eon-
gress | have pointed out two methods |
by which the water power sites on |
nounavigable streams may be con-
troiled as between the state and the
national govermment. It has seemed
wise that the control should be con- |
centrated in one government or the
other as the active particlpant in so-
pervising its use by privaie enterprise.
In most cases where the government |
owns what are ealied water power
sites along nponnavigable streams,
which are really riparian lots, without |
which the power in the stream cannot
be used, we have a sltustion as to
ownership that may be described ns |
follows. The federn] government has
land without which the power in the
stream cannot be transmuted fnto elec-
tricity and applied at a distance, while
it iz claimed thet the state under the
law of waters as it prevails In many
of our western states controls the use
of the wnter and gives the beneficial
use to the first and continuous user,
In order to securs proper care by the |
stnte governments over these sources
of power it has been proposed that the |
government shall deed the water pow-
er gite to the state on condition that |
the site and all the plant upon it shall
revert to the government unless the |
state parts with the site only by »
lease, the terms of which it enforces
and which reguires & revaluation of
the rental every. ten years, the full
term to last not more than fifty years.
A failure of the state to make and en- |
force such Jleases would epable the
government by an action of forfeiture
to recover the power sites and sll
plrots that might be erected thereon, |
and this power of penalizing those who
suooeed to the control would fornish a
motive to compel the observance of the
policy of the governmenl.

The secretary of the Interior has sog-
gested another method by which the |
wiater power site shall be leased dl-
rectly by the government to those who |
exercise a public franchise under pro-
visions lmposing a rental for the wa- |
ter power to create a fund to be ex-
pended by the genernl government for
the improvement of tha stream and the
benefit of the Jocal community where
the power site is, and permitting the
state to regulate the rates at which
the converted power is sold. The lat- |
ter method suggested by Lhe secretary

'is & more direct method for federal

control, and in view of the probable
union and systematic orgunization and
welding together of the power derived
from water within a radius of 200 or
400 miles, T think it better that the

| power of control should remain in the
| national

government (thun that It
should be turned over to the stntes.
TUnder such a sysbem the federal gov-
ernment would have such direct super-
vision of the whole matter that any
bonest administration ecould easily pre-
vent the abuses which & monopoly »f
absolute ownership in private persons
or companies would make possible.
Bureau of Mational Parks.

I enrnestiy recommend the estublisi-
ment of & bureau of natlonal parks.
Buch legislation is essential to the prop- '
ef menagoment of those wandrons
manlfestations of nature, sp startling
and so benutiful that every one recog-
nizes the obligations of the government
to preserve them for the edifieation and
recreation of the people. The Yellow-
etone park. the Yosemite, the Grapd
capyon of the Colorado, the Glacier |
vationzl pork and the Mount Rainier
Natioual paric and ethers furmish up-
propriate instamces. In only one cass
have we made anything lke adeguate
preparation for the use of a park by
the public. That case s the Yellow-
stone National park. Hvery considers- |
tion of patriotism and the love of ns-
ture and of baauty and of art requires
us to expesd mosmey enough 1o bring
rll thess matural wooders within sasy
reach of eur people. The Arsi slep in
that directlon is the establisbment of |
a responsibie barean wlich shnll take |
upon St=eif the burden of supervisiog
the parks and of makiog recommends

ing their accessibility and nsefulness

International Commission on the Cest
of Living,

There has heen o Sirong movewent
|™ong ceomomisis, buosiness moen Aand
others iateresied (n ecopmmic Investign
ton L secnre the wppaintment of au |
fofernalionyl commission o ook Wt
the cange for the kigh prices of the w
There is no doabl bat |
that & commigsion vopld be mppoiutad

| of such upprejudiced and fwpuriial per- |

gons, experta in investigation of eco-
nomic facts, that a great deal of very
valuable lizht could be shed upon the

at Washington or elsewhere, the con-
gress provide an appropriation, not to
excesd 20,000, to defray the expenses
of preparation and of participation by
the United States.

The nnmerous investigations on the
subject, official or other, aiready made
in various countries (such as Austris,
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France,
Germany, Great Britain. Italy, the
Netherlands and the United Btates)
have themselyes strongly demonstrat-
od the nead of further study of world-
wide scope. Those who have conduct-
ed these investigntions have found
that the phepomenon of rising prices
fa ulmost, if not quite, general through-

| out the world, but they are batfied in

the nttempt to trace the causes by the
{mpessaibillty of making any accurate
fnternationa] comparisons, This Is be-
vause, 'n spite of the number of inves-
tigations already made, we are stili
without ndeguate data and because as
yet no two countries estimate their
price levels on the same basis or by
the same methods.

As already indicated, the preliminary
conference itself would entall a com-
pargtively small expense, and most of
the subsequent investigations for which
it would prepare the way could be car-
rled out by existing buremus in this
snd other governments as part of thelir
regular work and would reguire little,

' §f any, additional appropriations for

soch buresus,

Commission on Industrial Relations.
The extraordinary growth of indus-
try in the past two decades and lte
revolufionary changes have ralsed new
nud vital questions as to the relations
between employers and wage earners
which have become matters of press-
ing public concern. These questions
have been somewhat obscured by the
profound changes in the relations be-
tween competing producers and pro-
ducers as & class and consumers—in
other words, by the changes which,
among other resuits, bave given rise
to what i» commonly called the trust

| problem. The large scale production

characteristic of modern industry,
however, lnvolves the coe set of reln-
tlons no less than the other. Any in-
terruption to the normal and penceful
relations between employer and wage
enrner Involves public discomfort and
in many cases public disaster. Suoch
interruptions become, therefore, quite
#5 much a matter of public concern as
restraint of trade or monopoly.
Industrial relations concern the pub-
lie for a double reasom. We are di-
rectly Interested in the maintenance of
pedcefnl and stable industrisl condi-
tions for the sake of our own comfort

and well being, but soclety Is equally

| interested in its sovereign clvic eapac-

ity in seeing that our institutions are
effactively mainteining justice and falr
denling between any classes of citizens
whose econcmic interests may seem to

clash. Rallway strikes on such a seale | ed that the justice of the ensctment of

as has recently been witnessed (n

| France and in England, a strike of

coal mine workers such ag we have

| more than once witnessed in this coun-

try and such a wholesale relinquishing
of a public service as that of the atreet
cleaners recently In New York [llus-
traie the serlous danger to public well
belug and the inndequacy of the exist-
tng soclal machinery either to prevent
such occurrences or to adjust them on
any equitable snd permanent basis
after they huve arisen,

In spite of the frequency with which
we are exposed to these dangers and In
gpite of the absenca of provision for
dealing with them we continuo to as-
sume with easy golng confidence that
in each new case somchow or other the
parties to the dispute will find some
sointion which will be agreeadble to
themee|ves and consistent with the pub-
lle interest. We all see the grave ob-

' Jections to strikes and lockouts, how-

ever pecessury they may be In extreme

. cages, and we are ready to critlelse the

more extreme phases of the fndostrial
conflict, such a8 boyeotts apd black-
lists. but we leave the situation such
thiat indastrial disputes lead Inevitahly
to & state of industrial war In which

these are the only weapons left to the |
No more elumsy or |

two combutants.
¢xpensive method of determining the
rate of wages and the hours and coo-
ditlons of labor cotnld well be devised.
The snccessful operetion of the Erd-
man aet 28 between interstate rallroads
and thelr employees shows how much
good can he done by proper legisintion.

At the moment when the discomforts
and dangers Incident to Industrrial strife
are Actually felt by the public thers is
uenkily an outery for the estahlishment
of some {ribopal fo the iImmediate gpi-
tlemant of the particaler dispute, but
what i needed s sime system, devisad
sy palient and deliberaie study (o ad-
vaned, that will meet thase constanlls
vocureing and eleariy foreserabile emier
gencies, pol 4 makeshift to tido over sn
esmsting orisig, Net durlag the rain
storm, Lt in fair weather, sbonid the

leaking roof be exnmined and re-
paired
The magnitude and complexity of

wodetn indostrial dispotes have put

| upon seme of onr statotes and our

differences—where we ¢an be sald 1o

have any mechanism at all—o SErain | ooived, though with sad detriment te |

they ware never intended (0 bear and
for whicl they are ansnlied. What s
urgently needed today is a re-examina-
tion of our laws bearing upon the rela-
tions of employer sad employes and
a careful and discriminsting serutiny
of the various plans which are being
tried in several of our own states and
in other vountries. This would seem
to he the first uatural step in bringing
about au adjustment of these relations

i pecessary to furnish

on natienel Initintive and
tlon wide In Iis scope. In
results that have followed
the activities of the federsl govern-
ment In education, In agriculture and
In other flelds which do not lle primar-
iy within the fald of federal legisia-
tion there can be no serious argument
agalnst the propriety or the wisdom
of an inquiry by the feferal govern.
ment Into the geperal conditions of
labor in the United States, notwith-
stonding the fact that some of the
remedies will lle with the separate
states or even entirely outside the
sphere of governmental activity in the
hands of privste Indlvidoals and of
voluntary agencles. One legitimato
object of such an official Investigrtion
and report ls to enlighten and Inform
public opialen, wﬁch of ltself will
often Indvee or comipel the reform of
onjust conditions or the abatement of
unressonable demands.

The special investigutions that have
been made of recent industrial con-
| ditlons, whether private or official,
| bave been fragmentary, Incomplete
| and at best only partlally representsa-
tive or typical. Their Jessons, never
theless, nre lmportant, and until some:
thing coinprebensive and adequate s
available they serve a useful purpose,
gnd they will necessarily continue to
be made, But unguestionably the time

into the subject of Industrial relntions

balanced and well rounded, such as
only the federsl governmeut can suc-
cessfully undertake. The present wide-
spresd interest in the subject makes
this an opportume time for an (nvesti-
| gation, which 1o any event cannot long
| be postpomed. It should be nonpar-
| tlsan, comprehensive, thorough, pa-
tient and courageous

Thera is plready available much In-
| formnation on certain aspects of the
subject in the reports of the federal
| and state bureaus of labor and in oth-
er official and unofficial publications,

| One essentinl part of the proposed in- |

| quiry would naturally be to assemble,
ldigent nod interpret this informntion
i so fur as it bears upon our present in-
dustrial conditfons. In addition to
| this the commission should inguipe into
the general conditions of labor In our
. principal indlustries, into the existing
| relations between employers and em-
ployees in those Industries, Into the va-
rious methods which have been tried
for maintaining mutuaily satisfactory
relutions between employees and em-
ployers and for avolding or adjusting
| trade disputes, and into the scope,

| methods and resources of federal and |

state buredus of labor and the meth-
rml.l by which they might more ade
quately meet the responsibilities which
| through the work of the commission

ebove recommended would be mov’ |

1 clearly brought to light and defined.
Misbranding Imported Goods.

My attention hus been called to the
| injustice which is done in this country
| by the sale of articles in the trads pur-
| porting to be made in Ireland, when
| they are not go made, and It {8 suggest-

! a law whieh, so far ss the jurisdiction
lof the federal government can go,
| would pravent a cootlnuance of this
misteprespantation to the publle and
it‘l‘uud upon those whe are entitled to
| use the stntement In the sale of thelr
| goods. 1 think it to be greatly in the
Interest of falr dealing, which ought
alwayas to be encouraged by law, for
congress fo enact a law making it a
misdemennor ponishable by fine ar im-
prisonment to use the mafls or to pui
into interstate commerce auy articies
of merchindise which bear upon their
| face a statement that they have been
| manufactored in some particular coun-
try when the fact Is otherwise.
Building Fer Public Archives.

I cannot close this messnge without
| Inviting the attention of congress again
| to the necessity for Lhe erection of a

bullding to contain the public archives.
| The unsatiafactory distribution of rec-
! ords, the inck of any proper index or
gulds to thelr contents, s well known
[ to those familiar with the needs of the
government in this eapital. The lund
| has heeu purchased, and nothing re
| mains now hat the erection of a proper
|l;mlding. I transmit a Jetter written
{ by Professor J. Franklin Jameson, di-
rector of the department of historienl
research of the Carnegie iustitution of
Whoeshington, in which he speaks upon
| this subjeet as a member of & comumit-
tee appointed by the executive councll
of the American Historical association
to bring the matter to the attention of
the president and congrass.

WM. H. TAFT.
The White Honse, Feb. 2, 1912,
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LITERARY FREAKS. "9

Curious Styles of Compesition That |

Armused Old Times Writers,

With many writery, espacially in
alden times, varfous curious styles of
compogition were much in favor. Onpe
aulhor, for erample, wonld compose
verses with some particular  letter
vitred from every stunzi.  Olhers
would write in wuch & wdy ika: the

ine read the same backward aud for- |

ward, god still othars mode poRgrims,
it wax fashionable sl voe time to writo
verses in laptastic shapes

’ The form of 4 bottle, o glasn o n fan |
present mechgniam for adjusting such | wuy jmitated, and this was dong by |

| augihealng or sburiening the lines a8

| ihe wverse. Whete (he design was &
| bottle & mumber of short lines would
20 to form the neck; gradually length-
eaing, the shouider would be formed
and then body.

There were also verses nrranged in
the form of a pair of gloves, a pair
spectacles, sie. Specimens of this
of literary frivolity are to be

volve , Ne in the field of
Mm.?ntmhnm;ah:- | At

intfiligent action must be |

s now ripe for a searching inquiry |

which shall be official, suthoritative, |

§58 e
Not In Amy Milk Trust

the slxteenth century, !
Botk in China and Japan suoch lit-
erary feats ara bheld In grest esteem
even it the present day, In the lat-
ter country the poet not infrequentiy
arranges his verses in the shape of &
mun’s head, thus perbaps giving & fa-
c¢lal outilue of the subject of his verse,
and though the Chinese may not malgy
80 nlee & cholee, choosing perhaps a
cow or other animal for the desigm,
they display greater ingemuity.
Among the most curlots of all lter-
. mry freaks are the lipogrammatie
- works composed by the old Greeks,
‘worh in which one letter of the al-
phubet |s omitted. The “Odyssey” of
| Tryphiodorus is composed in this way.
| He had uo alpha in his Arst hook, no
beta in his second, and so on with the
subsequent letters one after another.
| This "Odyusey” was an imitatlon of
| the lipogrammatic "“Tlisd" of Nestor.
-I‘I'hm wasa an ode by Piodar whern-
, from he hud putposely omitted the let=
| ter slgma. This (ngenuity became &
| Mterary fad, encouruged even by those
who. It might be thought, wonid be
the Grst to oppose such literary trifiing.
In Latin there is n work by Fulgen-
tius divided into twenty-thres chapters
| according to the order of the twen. s
! three Jotters of the Latin alpbabet,
From A to O are stiil extant. The first
chapter is without A, the second with-
out B, and o on,
| The Perslans also appear to harm
| been given to this freakish work.
There 1§ o story to the effect that
poct rend to the celebrated Jami n
guzel of his own composition whick
| Jami did not like.
I The writer contended that it was a
very curious soundt, for the letter allf
was not to be found in any ons of the
words. To this Jami very appropris
utely remarked:
“You can do a batter thing yet-—-take
away &l the letters from the words
you have written"—New York Herald

Hats In Elizabsth's Time.

The oldest materinl used for hats Is
felt, which was in use at the time of
the Conquest, while in the Canterbury,
Tales a werchaut i spoken of as wear-
g “n flaundrish beaver hatte.” Ladies

 probably did not begin to wear hats
until sbout the tenth century, if so
enrly, and then it was the lofty head
dress drapedd with some material,
! which it must have been most trying
to keep on even indoors anfl quite im-
| possible to wedr in a wind. Acconding
to the “Anatomy of Abuses,” written
in Quesn Hilzabeih's time, lndies' hatn
I were very nearly as perplexing then as
they are today. “The fashions be rare
and strange, so Is the stull whereof the
hats be made divers also; for some are
of silke, soma of velvet, some of mf-
fettie and some of wool, and which is
more curlous, some of a eertaln kind
of fine haire, these they call bever
hattes, of XX, XXX or XL wshilling,
price, fetched from beyond the seas,

from whence a great sort of other va- -

riety do come besides” 1n the reign of
Henry VIIL hats assumed a “greate
richnesse apd beautie,” but in the time
of the first James they became even
more ornate, jewels of pries and ooca-
| sionally small mirrors being used in
thelr sdornment.—London Spectator.

Tomb of Omar Khayyam. ’

Omar Khayyam's tomb at Nishapur

is in onn wing of the mosque erected

in memory of the Moslem salnt Tmam.

| sadah Mohammed Mahruk, Although
the peet's prophecy conceruing his

tomb—that it would be In a place

where the north wind would seatter

poses over it—is not literslly true. the

gorden of the mosque is so rich in

roses as aulmost “to make one in love

with death”™ There I8 no inseription

upon the tomb, a slmple ease made of

| brick and cement, to teil the story, or
even the name, of {ts occopant, al-

though it {5 well known {o be Omar's

grave, “Vandal seribblers,” Professor

Jackson, who lptely visited the spot,

says. ‘have desecrated it with random

serowls and have aleo soratohed their

| adjoining walls, disclosing the white
cement underneath. A stick of wood,

profaned the top of the sareophagus
when we saw 1. There was nething
else. 1t Is to be regretted that some of
Omar's admirers In the aceident do not
provide n soitable inscription en the
spot to sliow the renown he enjoys 1o

the west."—Argapaut. |

Passing of tha Toligate,

The passing today of the old tof®
gate at thé northern entrance to the
| city s wall worthy of the firoworks,
oratory, and general jubliation whick
it has inspired. Strangers enlering
| Baltimore by the Reisterstown road
conld hardly believe that this was
really a city of the fifth erder, when
A village functionsary had first to Jift
a bar and demand their pennles be-
fora *heyv wers permitied ‘o enter the
saered  meiropelitan  eomfines; The
gopid roads wovemsn! =o iololligantly
uged and fostered Lt Governor
Mrothers =ad the Demvcratic party,
has siready done more ‘s lastill life
and enterprise and a new splrit inte
the counties of this state than all oth-
er movements of recent years com-
bined. The passing of the old toll-
gate is symbolical of the naw order
and the larger spirit of enterprise
and progress.—Baltimore Eun,

|

——
Te Commune With Sphinx.

Whils Uncle Andy tekes tand
wod tells thinga 1. P. y A

v goes 10 Eeypt.=8t.  Leui Hesione.
' ¢ @  (lobe-
Tremocral, g dt : -

names upon the brown mortar of the '

a stone and some fragments of shards !




